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Bengaluru businesses hit
as water crisis worsens

CHANDINI MONNAPPA,
VARUNVYAS HEBBALALU
& HARIPRIYA SURESH
Bengaluru, March 8

BENGALURU'S ACUTE
WATER shortage is slowing
productionat its garment fac-
tories, doubling restaurant
water bills and forcing man-
agers at some global firms
in “India’s Silicon Valley”
to accommodate unusual
employee demands.

The southern Indian
metropolis is home to about
14 million people, thousands
of startups and international
firms from Walmart toAlpha-
bet’s Google.“Myteam s skip-
ping meetings to chase water
tankers,”a senior employee at
Dell said on condition of
anonymity,lamenting the hit
to productivity.

The shortage, caused by
weak southwest monsoonal
rains that failed to replenish
depleted groundwater and
the Cauvery River basin
reservoirs, has already forced
residents to ration water
use and pay almost double
the usual price to meet their
daily needs.

“This is just the beginning
of summer, we don't know
how it is going to turn out,”
said Chethan Hegde, head of
the Bengaluru arm of the
National Restaurants Associ-
ation of India.

Some restaurants are con-
sidering using disposable
plates to save on washing-up,
while others are putting up
advisories in restrooms and
trainingstaff on howtooperate
with less water. Larger compa-
nies are changing tack too.
Microsoft is using tap
aerators to control water flow
and recycling water in the
washrooms atits office in Bag-
mane Constellation Business
Park,anemployeesaid,citinga
‘memo sent toworkers.

Walmart, which imple-
mented similar water conser-
vation measures well before
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State govt imposes 5,000 fine if drinking
water is used for car washing, gardening

AMIDSTASEVERE water cri-
sis, the Karnataka Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
banned the usage of drink-
ing water for car washing,
gardening, construction,
water fountains and road
construction and mainte-
nance. It also imposed a
fine of 5,000, if the order
isviolated.

Earlier on Thursday, the
Bengaluru city district
administration issued an
order fixing the price of
tanker water after persistent
allegations that tanker own-
ers are extorting customers.
Bengaluru City District Col-

employee said.

Microsoft, Dell and Accen-
ture did not respond to
requests seeking comment.
The crisis has reached Ben-
galuru’s factories too. “Manu-
facturers cannot afford tostall
production, they are trying
their best to go on, but work

lector, KA Dayanand, issued
the circular after the Ben-
galuru  Water  Supply
and Sewerage Board filed a
petitiononbehalfof the Ban-
galore Metropolitan Corpo
ration. The district adminis-
trationsaid that thisrate has
been fixed based on the rec-
ommendations of the tech-
nical committee.

As per the Bengaluru dis-
trictadministration, forupto
5 km, a 6000-litre water
tanker will cost 600, an
8000-litre water tanker will
cost¥700,and a12,000-litre
water tankerwill cost ¥ 1000.
If the distance is between 5

water tanks - which the city
relies on when river and
groundwater levels are too low
- went on strike after the state
government moved to regu-
late them.

Dealers hiked prices for a
12,000-litre tanker of waterto
asmuchas¥2,000in February,

and 10 km, a 6000-litre
water tanker will cost ¥750,
an 8000-litre water tanker
willcost ¥850,and 212,000~
litre water tanker will cost
31,200

Collectors  who have
declared all taluks of Ben-
galuru city district as
drought-prone, private
tankers supplying water
will come under GST, and
GST will be added to these
rates the ordersaid.

Asthecityis crippled by a
severe water crisis, the Kar-
nataka government earlier
this week held a key meeting
toaddresstheissue. —PTI

The government has also
allocated ¥5.56 billion to
deal with the water shortage
but some industry captains
are not very hopeful.

“(The water board) had
promised us treated water,
but we don't expect to get that
until next year,” Peenya Indus-
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Kick-off to history: Sunny Singh
first Indian-origin referee in EPL

NITIN SHARMA
Chandigarh, March 8

WHEN SUNNY SINGH Gill

blows the whistle at London’s
Selhurst Park Stadium on Sat-
urday, he will become the first
personof South Asian originto
referee a match in the English
Premier League (EPL).And in
doing so, he will be carrying
forward the family legacy.

Sunny’s appointment to
officiate the match between
Crystal Palace and Luton Town
was announced Tuesday by the
Professional Game Match
Officials Limited (PGMOL),
which appoints referees for
Premier League games.

Whilethe gameitself might
not be a marquee clash for a
majority of football followers
beyond those of the two
clubs, for the Gills, from Iver
near London, it’llbeamoment
for generations.

Sunnyisoneof thetwosons
of Jarnail Singh Gill,whois the
onlyrefereetohavewornatur-
ban in the English Football
League or EFL, the division
below the Premier League.

“It’s a very proud moment
not just for the family or me
but the whole Sikh and Asian
and Indian communityin Eng-
land,” Jarnail Singh Gill told
The Indian Express.

“Many of us will be seeing
one of our own officiatingas a
referee at the highest level of
football in England.”

The Gills are trailblazers of
sorts when it comes to people
of Indian descent officiating in
English football. The family,
which has its roots in Kokri
Beniwal village near Moga
in Punjab, moved to England
when Jarnail Singh was
just three.

At 20, Jarnail officiated his
first local league game and it
wasn’t before long that he dis-
continued his mechanical engi-
neering diploma to join a cab
rental service at Heathrow Air-
port. Then for five years, he
worked with the Metropolitan
Police before returning to his
passion — refereeing,which he
did 150 EFL matches until
2011.Sunny’sbrother, Bhupin-

der,isalsoareferee.Thesiblings
becamethefirst South Asians to
officiatein thesame EFLmatch
in 2021. Last January, Bhupin-
derbecame thefirst Indian-ori-
gin person to officiate as an
assistant referee in a Premier
League match (Southamptonvs
Nottingham Forest).
But Sunny has
where noone from
his family — or the

achieved

Sunny is one of the

‘When hewas 15,Sunnydid
a refereeing course and two
years later, officiated in a Sun-
dayleague match.

“Both Sunny and Bhupin-
derwereveryyoungwhen they
started refereeing local
matches. Due to lack of life
experiences, they struggled to
cope with the pressure from
eager parents as
well as fans and

South Asian com-  two sons of Jarnail  went back to play-
munityinEngland  Singh Gill, who is  ing footballat the
- has. the only referee to local level.Talways
“I'will be emo- have worn a told them that
tional as a father ban in th whenever  they
seeing Sunny tur. an in the were ready, they
achievemorethan  English Football 514 rejoin,” Jar-
what 1 did and League orEFL, the nailsaid.
there will be some  division below the As life moved
tearswhilewatch-  Premier League  ©on, things weren’t
ing and cheering always easy. Sunny
him on along with — faced atough deci-
30,000 odd fans (in the sta-  sion to choose between his job
dium),"Jarnail said. as a prison officer in the Lon-
According to Jarnail, donBoroughof Hounslow,and

Sunny’s love for football grew
in his childhood when their
fatherwould take thetwo boys
tobe the linesmen for him in
local tournaments held by the
South Asian The

refereeing. He finally quit last

ear.

“It was tough, doing full-
time shift work during the
week then goingoff officiating

brothers grew up to play foot-
ball at the local level, with
Sunny even appearing for tri-
als for Queens Park Rangers at
theageof 14.

atthe you have to
thinkhowitwill affect your life
butlknewitwaswhat Iwanted
to do,” Sunny was quoted as
saying by the EFLwebsite.
“I'asked my family o just

Gill.
PROFESSIONAL GAME MATCH OFFICIALS LIMITED

stickwith mebecause Iknew it
would be worthwhile one day
when I could have a profes-
sional career in football and I
did,”Sunnysaid.

AccordingtoSunny’sfather,
one reason why Sunny could
afford toleave his joband focus
on refereeing as a profession is
the ecosystem now in place for
match officials, with more
opportunities for people from
the Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds.In
2019, the England Football
Association reported that
nearly 2,000 (9.4%) of regis-
tered referees in England were
of BAME background.

“The Elite Referee Devel-
opment Plan by PGMOL sup-
ported by Premier League, FA
and EFL has acted as support
to referees like Sunny and
Bhupinder. It has meant that
Sunny could leave his job last
year and the efforts are to get
at least 1,000 new referees
from the BAME background
inthecomingthreeyears,”Jar-
nail said.

For now, though, Jarnail
can’twait for Saturday. He said
he has only one advice for
Sunny: “Enjoy the 90 min-
utes... It’s just the start for
him and there will be many
more tocome.”
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